“Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face,
as a man speaks to his friend.”
— Exodus 33:11

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER:
Marcia Lebhar
As a storyteller and author with a passion to see
“ordinary” believers in Jesus trained and equipped
to be used by God in extraordinary ways, Marcia
explains the treasure of the Scriptures to help
others experience the love and presence of Jesus.
Her column, Discipleship Journal, can be found
in three different blogs: Fine Fire - Passing the Faith to the Next
Generation, Wilderness Series, and Bare Branch, a resource that is
also available in eBook and paperback versions.
Marcia is the wife of the Gulf Atlantic Diocese's bishop, Neil
Lebhar, and has been active in church ministry since her college
years. Married for 50 years, the Lebhars have four adult children and
twelve grandchildren. Together they have led countless study trips to
Israel with profound effects on their lives and ministry.
They consider the friendship and mutual ministry they share as a
family to be their life's greatest treasures.
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Keynote Speaker
January 15, 2022

Marcia Lebhar
Worship Leader

Women of God, you are here for a reason. Not because you
planned it, not because your friends are here; you are here for
a reason.
Jesus wants you here, you in particular. He longs to have
some time with you. He wants to have some conversation with
you. He wants to tell you how much He desires for your
friendship with Him to grow and deepen.
You are here for a reason; Jesus planned this from before
you knew about this event, before COVID, before you came to
women’s Bible study or Christ Church or even before you
came to be.
So, listen, pray, be still. We want you to enjoy hearing an
excellent teaching from Marcia, fellowship with other women,
good food and good fun. But just remember, you are here for a
reason: Jesus loves you.

Deacon Kim Allen
Emcee

Joyce Miller
Prayer Ministry

Suzan Blaker, Betty Dexter, Judy Stull,
Jeanette Smith and Deb Watkins
Administration

Jeanette Smith
Lunch & Hospitality

Peace,

Connie Boyter

Deacon Kim Allen

Decorations

Denny Arnheim and Jan Lauffer
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus
9:00 a.m.

Welcome and Praise

9:30 a.m.

Session 1:

10:00 a.m.

Solo Application

10:10 a.m.

Small Group

10:30 a.m.

Break

10:45 a.m.

Session 2:

Deepening Our Friendship with God

Roadblocks to Friendship with God

11:15 a.m.

Small Group

11:35 a.m.

Break

11:50 a.m.

Communion in the Nave

12:30 p.m.

Lunch

What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer
O what peace we often forfeit
O what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer
Have we trials and temptations
Is there trouble anywhere
We should never be discouraged
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share
Jesus knows our every weakness
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Are we weak and heavy laden
Cumbered with a load of care
Precious Savior still our refuge
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee
Take it to the Lord in prayer
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee
Thou will find a solace there
Words: Joseph M. Scriven, 1855. Music: “Erie”, Charles C. Converse 1868.
Public domain.
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Goodness Of God

Sustain

I love You Lord
Oh Your mercy never fails me
All my days I've been held in Your hands
From the moment that I wake up
Until I lay my head
I will sing of the goodness of God

Hold me fast against the winter
Because I feel it rolling in
Hide me underneath Your feathers
Where I’m safe against Your skin
When I’m at the end, here You come again, and wrap around my
fear

Chorus:

You sustain me, You sustain me, You sustain me with Your grace
You sustain me, You sustain me, You sustain me with Your grace

All my life You have been faithful
All my life You have been so so good
With every breath that I am able
I will sing of the goodness of God

I love Your voice
You have led me through the fire
In darkest night
You are close like no other
I've known You as a father
I've known You as a friend
I have lived in the goodness of God
Bridge:

Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
With my life laid down
I’m surrendered now
I give You everything
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me.

I’m not tired of the fighting, I’m just tired of the try
There’s a million words to whisper but I’m silenced by the “why”
When I’m at the end, here You come again, remind me You are
here
You sustain me, You sustain me, You sustain me with Your peace
You sustain me, You sustain me, You sustain me with Your peace

You hold me up, You drown my doubt, and I believe in You again
You hold me up, Pillar of Cloud, and I’m face to face with my
Friend
You hold me up, You drown my doubt, and I believe in You again
You hold me up, Pillar of Cloud, and I’m face to face with my
Friend
You sustain me, You sustain me, You sustain me with Your Love
You sustain me, You sustain me, You sustain me with Your Love
Kim Kirkland Allen. © 2022 All rights reserved.

CCLI Song # 7117726
Ben Fielding | Brian Johnson | Ed Cash | Jason Ingram | Jenn Johnson
© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing),
SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Fellow Ships Music
(Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) , So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music
Publishing LLC), Bethel Music Publishing. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 3001024

7

8

The Blessing

Wonderful Merciful Savior
Wonderful merciful Savior
Precious Redeemer and Friend
Who would have thought that a Lamb
Could rescue the souls of men
Oh You rescue the souls of men
Chorus:

(instrumental during Communion)
The Lord bless you
And keep you
Make his face shine upon you
And be gracious to you
The Lord turn his
Face toward you
And give you peace

You are the One that we praise
You are the One we adore
You give the healing and grace
Our hearts always hunger for
Oh our hearts always hunger for

Chorus: Amen / Amen / Amen

Counselor Comforter Keeper
Spirit we long to embrace
You offer hope when our hearts
Have hopelessly lost the way
Oh we hopelessly lost the way

Bridge:
May his favor be upon you, and a thousand generations
And your family and your children
And their children, and their children

Almighty infinite Father
Faithfully loving Your own
Here in our weakness You find us
Falling before Your throne
Oh we're falling before Your throne

Bridge:
May his presence go before you
And behind you, and beside you
All around you and within you
He is with you, He is with you

CCLI Song # 106879
Dawn Rodgers | Eric Wyse
© 1989 Curb Dayspring Music (Admin. by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.)
Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.), All rights reserved. CCLI License # 3001024
.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!
PSALM 100:1-2
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Bridge:
In the morning, in the evening
In your coming, and your going
In your weeping, and rejoicing
He is for you, He is for you

CCLI Song # 7147007
Chris Brown | Cody Carnes | Kari Jobe | Steven Furtick
© 2020 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Kari Jobe Carnes Music
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Worship Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing),
Writer's Roof Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Music by Elevation Worship Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC), All rights reserved. CCLI License # 3001024
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Solo Assignment

Session 1

Deepening Our Friendship With God
“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God.
There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace
to help us when we need it most.”
— Hebrews 4:16 NLT

“… let us go right into the presence of God with sincere
hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been
sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies
have been washed with pure water.”
— Hebrews 10:22

Solo Assignment
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Deepening Our Friendship With God

Deepening Our Friendship With God

Small Group Questions

John 15:12-16
“This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I
have loved you. 13 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you
everything the Father told me. 16 You didn’t choose me. I chose
you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name.” NLT

•

Share any thoughts or responses you have to the morning so far.

•

What do you love about your closest friendships? In what ways
would that help us understand God’s friendship?

•

One author has described God as “irrationally fond of us”. Do
we find this easy to accept? Why or why not?

•

What would change if we lived more deeply in the reality of
God’s complete affection? How would it change our days? Our
relationships?

John 14:1-6
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in
me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to
where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.” ESV
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Session 2

Roadblocks To Our Friendship With God
“You must worship no other gods, for the Lord, whose very
name is Jealous, is a God who is jealous about his relationship
with you.” — Exodus 34:14

Roadblocks To Our Friendship With God
Matthew 7:7-8
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you.8 For everyone who asks receives, and
the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be
opened.”
Matthew 6:31-33

“For I am jealous for you with the jealousy of God himself. I
promised you as a pure bride to one husband—Christ.”
— 2 Corinthians 11:2

“...do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we
drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.
33
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.”

Zechariah 10:1-2
“Ask rain from the LORD in the season of the spring rain, from the
LORD who makes the storm clouds, and he will give them showers
of rain, to everyone the vegetation in the field. For the household
gods utter nonsense, and the diviners see lies; they tell false dreams
and give empty consolation. Therefore the people wander like
sheep; they are afflicted for lack of a shepherd.”
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The antidote to idolatry is

!
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Roadblocks To Our Friendship With God
What are a couple of my biggest needs right now?

Roadblocks to Our Friendship With God

Small Group Questions
Idolatry is a difficult concept to translate into our culture, but it
was certainly the stumbling block to Israel’s faithfulness to God. We
can assume our human natures are the same even if our culture is
not. We need to dig to understand!

Are there any ways that I’m looking to someone or something other
than God to meet those needs?

•

How do you respond to the idea that God is jealous for you?
What does the word imply about him? About us?

•

If you can, briefly share one of the needs on your list. What are
the temptations that accompany it?

•

What kinds of idolatries can your group identify in your community or in our culture? What could it look like for us to resist
them?

•

If the antidote to idolatry is ask, take a moment to consider
what you might ask in response to the needs you listed.

In closing, read the scripture below aloud together:

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell
God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you
will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in
Christ Jesus. —Philippians 4:6-7
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2. 1 Kings 18:22-40

For Further Study




Gentle and Lowly, by Dane Ortlund
Beyond Loneliness, The Gift of God’s Friendship, by Trevor Hudson
Counterfeit Gods, by Timothy Keller

Reread the familiar story of Elijah and his contest with the
prophets of Baal, thinking about its pace.
•

How long were the prophets of Baal busy attempting to accomplish Elijah’s challenge? What shape do you imagine they were
in at the end?

•

By comparison, how long would it have taken Elijah to set up
God’s response, according to God’s instruction? What shape
would he have been in when it was accomplished?

•

In what ways might the deep weariness of our lives and our age
reveal our own idolatries? Why does restfulness seem to equate
with trust in God, drawing near to him?

•

What specific steps could we take to move from idolatrous exhaustion to faithful rest?

1. Isaiah 50:10-11
NLT

ESV

Who among you fears the Lord
and obeys his servant?
If you are walking in darkness,
without a ray of light,
trust in the Lord
and rely on your God.
But watch out, you who live in
your own light
and warm yourselves by your
own fires.
This is the reward you will receive
from me:
You will soon fall down in great
torment.
•

Who among you fears the Lord
and obeys the voice of his servant?
Let him who walks in darkness
and has no light
trust in the name of the Lord
and rely on his God.
Behold, all you who kindle a fire,
who equip yourselves with burning torches!
Walk by the light of your fire,
and by the torches that you have
kindled!
This you have from my hand:
you shall lie down in torment.

First, praise God that Jesus has borne the torment we deserve! Unpack these verses with curiosity and devotion, not with fear.
There’s wisdom and instruction here.

•

How do you feel about the fact that God apparently sometimes lets
his people walk in darkness? Talk to him about that.

•

Consider the different implications of the two translations. “Warm
yourselves by your own fires” NLT, and “equip yourselves with
burning torches” ESV.

•

What are some ways you might seek either comfort or control
when you feel in the dark or experience any sort of discomfort?

•

What response is God after in these verses? How could you approach the reaction he’s looking for? Think of a familiar discomfort
or anxiety producing scenario and imagine what response would
please God. (Remember the antidote to idolatry!)
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3. Idolatry Definitions
Taken from Tim Keller’s book, Counterfeit Gods
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Idolatry is taking a good thing and making it an ultimate thing.
Making an idol more the root of identity than the God of the
Bible.
Idolatry is a self-salvation process.
Taking some "incomplete joy of this world" (DeToqueville) and
building your entire life on it. That is the definition of idolatry.
We may not actually burn incense to Artemis, but when money
and career are raised to cosmic proportions we perform a kind of
child sacrifice, neglecting family and community to achieve a
higher place in business and gain more wealth and prestige.
We think that idols are bad things, but that is almost never the
case. The greater the good, the more likely we are to expect that
it can satisfy our deepest needs and hopes. Anything can serve
as a counterfeit god, especially the very best things in life.
We must be so sure of the love expressed in the sacrifice of Jesus
that we can offer up our Isaacs.
An idol is something we look to for things only God can give.
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•
•

Idols cannot simply be removed. They must be replaced.
If you uproot the idol and fail to "plant" the love of Christ in its
place, the idol will grow back.

Keller on Martin Luther (quoted in Keller’s Counterfeit Gods, p.166):
The Ten Commandments begin with a commandment against
idolatry. Why does this come first? Because, he wrote, the fundamental motivation behind lawbreaking is idolatry. We never
break the other commandments without breaking the first one.
Why do we fail to love or keep promises or live unselfishly? Of
course, the general answer is that "we are weak and sinful," but
the specific answer in any actual circumstance is that there is
something more important to your heart than God himself. We
would not lie unless we had first made something - human approval, reputation, power over others, financial advantage - more
and important and valuable to our hearts than the grace and favor of God. The secret to change is to identify and dismantle the
counterfeit gods of your heart.
Idolatry is not just a failure to obey God, it is a setting of the
whole heart on something besides God.
David Pawson's diagnostic questions (quoted in Counterfeit Gods):
(He speaks of) “...that most basic question which God poses
to each human heart: ‘Has something or someone besides Jesus
Christ taken title to your heart's functional trust, preoccupation,
loyalty, service, fear and delight?’”
•
•
•
•
•

To whom or what do you look for life-sustaining stability, security and acceptance?
What do you really want and expect (out of life)?
What would (really) make you happy?
What would make you an acceptable person?
Where do you look for power and success? Or, like Israel, have
you made peace - not risking - an ultimate goal?

These questions and similar ones tease out whether we serve
God or idols, whether we look for salvation from Christ or from
false saviors.
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The Holy Communion
Jesus said, “Abide in me, as I in you. As the Branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the
vine, you are the branches. By this the Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
you; abide in my love. (John 15:4-5a, 8-9)
Deacon: Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation.
Through Your goodness we have this Bread
and this Wine which have been consecrated
and have become for us the Body and the
Blood of Christ.
People:

Blessed be God forever.

Deacon: And now as our Savior Christ has taught us,
we are bold to pray:
All:

Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be
thy Name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.
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Deacon: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take
them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on Him with thanksgiving.
All may come forward to receive Communion.
Deacon: Let us pray:
All:

Almighty and ever living God, we thank you
for feeding us with the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us
in these holy mysteries that we are living
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs
of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work
you have given us to do, to love and serve
you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:

Thanks be to God.
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